
 

Dear Parents of St Carlo Borromeo 

community, 

Welcome to Week 7, it is hard to 

believe that we only have three and a 

bit weeks left of school for 2018! The 

teachers are finalising the Semester 

2 reports and it is very pleasing to 

see the progress and growth the 

children have made in their learning 

over the second half of the year.  

The whole school is buzzing at the 

moment with excitement over the Art 

Show that will take place on Tuesday 

27th November. It commences at 

5pm and gold coin donations will be 

accepted upon entry. Once families 

have gained entry, they will be free to 

rove around the different areas of the 

whole school to see the childrenôs 

amazing art at each level. Parents 

and Friends have organised to have 

a sausage sizzle, snow cones, drinks 

and coffee for families to enjoy on 

the night. I look forward to seeing 

everyone there to celebrate as a 

community our beautiful children and 

their spectacular art work. 

In this weekôs newsletter you will find 

a copy of the Staffing List for 2019 

and you will notice quite a few 

changes. Some teachers have 

moved year levels and roles, while 

others are moving on. We have a 

number of staff movements with 

four long standing classroom 

teachers moving to new schools 

and three learning support officers 

who will be either completing or 

continuing their university studies 

to become teachers. It is with great 

sadness that we farewell much 

loved teachers who have given so 

much of themselves to St Carloôs. 

We say goodbye to Mrs Nancy 

Italia, Mrs Lisa Thorneycroft, Miss 

Anna Camuglia and Mrs Rhonda 

Cadoni.  

Nancy Italia has 

been a classroom 

teacher at our 

school for over ten 

years. In her time at 

St Carloôs, she has 

taught in a variety of 

year levels: Year 1, 

Year 2 and Year 4. She has 

inspired and challenged our 

children in so many creative ways 

with the soundest knowledge of the 

curriculum. Nancy has taken on all 

duties with great enthusiasm. She 

has been a passionate and 

dedicated teacher who maintained 

the highest professionalism. Nancy 

has gone about her work with 

purpose and care, she is a much 

loved member of the St Carloôs 

community. She has been a loving, 
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W E E K  8  

¶ 27th  November  

School Art Show 5 -7PM 

¶ 28th November  

Prep Orientation  

¶ 30th November  

School Closure Day  

¶ 2nd December  

1st Sunday of Advent  

W E E K  9  

¶ 4th December  

Thank You Morning Tea for 

Parent Helpers  

¶ 5th December  

Last Canteen Day  

Year 6 and Prep Better 

Buddies Celebration  

¶ 6th December  

Whole School Mass ñYear 

Leader Handover  

¶ 7th December  

Year P B Assembly  

Year 6 Leaders Mass of 

Anointing  

¶ 8th December  

Feast Day of  the Immaculate 

Conception  

¶ 9th December  

2nd Sunday of Advent  
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highly supportive and dear friend to many 

of her colleagues, who will miss her 

greatly. We congratulate and wish Nancy 

all the best as she takes on a new role of 

Literacy Leader and Year 1 & 2 class 

teacher at Glowery Catholic Primary 

School, Wollert.  

Lisa Thorneycroft arrived at 

St Carloôs in 2005 as a 

fresh faced graduate 

teacher and over the 

fourteen years has grown to 

become a highly skilled and 

dedicated teacher. She has 

taken on many classroom 

roles ranging from Prep to Year 5. Lisa 

has always demonstrated great pride and 

passion in the students she has taught 

over the years. She has contributed to the 

life of the school in many capacities 

ranging from developing curriculum 

documents to photographer at many of our 

school events such as Christmas Carols 

and School Productions. Nothing has ever 

been too much trouble for Lisa who has 

taken on new roles with professionalism. 

We are proud of Lisa as she takes on her 

new challenge at her new school St Johnôs 

Footscray as Prep teacher. We wish her 

all the very best. 

Anna Camuglia first 

commenced her position 

at St Carloôs in 1991 and 

taught in a variety of year 

levels. During that time, 

she also became the 

Reading Recovery 

Teacher and Literacy 

Leader. After a few years she moved on to 

new schools continuing to teach in a 

variety of year levels. Not long after, new 

adventures began for Anna as she took on 

a new overseas position as an Early Years 

teacher at one of the International Schools 

in Singapore. Her passion for teaching 

junior children was realised and taken to 

new levels as she developed a greater 

knowledge for inquiry based curriculum. To 

the best fortune of our school, Anna 

returned to St Carloôs where she has taught 

in Year 2 for the last few years. We have 

been extremely lucky to have had Annaôs 

expertise, she has taught her students so 

passionately, with diligence and quality. Her 

attention to detail is to be commended and 

no task ever proved to be difficult. She is the 

type of person who embraces challenges 

and accomplishes excellent results. All who 

have had the pleasure to work alongside 

Anna, have learned many things. We will 

miss her great sense of humour and 

friendship. Congratulations to Anna as she 

embraces yet another challenge teaching 

Prep at St Raphaelôs in West Preston. 

Rhonda Cadoni commenced 

her teaching career at St 

Carloôs about sixteen years 

ago in Year 4 and over the 

years she taught Prep, Year 

3 and Year 5. It didnôt take 

long for Rhonda to become 

an integral part of the St 

Carloôs Community. She has developed 

great relationships with all her students, 

been a positive influence and an excellent 

teacher. Rhonda has motivated and inspired 

children to always do their best. Both as a 

colleague and teacher, she has always 

remained calm, she has encouraged 

everyone around her to have persistence 

and never give up. Rhonda always comes to 

school with a bubbly personality, smiling 

and ready to achieve greatness in the day 

ahead. Her presence will be missed at St 

Carloôs, but we will always have fond 

memories of everything she has done and 

the lifelong friendships she has made. 

Congratulations as she takes on her new 

position of Sports Teacher and Year 3 & 4 

Teacher at Glowery Catholic Primary 
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 School, Wollert. 

The following learning support officers will 

also be leaving but in some cases only for 

a short while: Mrs Angela Stella, Miss 

Caitlin Hamer and Miss Samantha 

Micallef. 

Angela Stella began her 

work at St Carloôs as a 

learning support officer in 

the mid 2000ôs helping 

children with special needs 

while supporting the 

classroom teachers and 

their program. Angela has 

assisted in all year levels during her time 

at St Carloôs providing close instruction 

and valuable informed advice to children 

that trusted and relied on her. She has 

been very patient and caring. It didnôt take 

Angela long to discover that her passion 

and desire was to become a teacher. She 

embarked on this journey and took up the 

university studies over the last few years. 

Angela has finally realised that dream of 

becoming a teacher as she graduates at 

the end of this year. Congratulations 

Angela on achieving your qualifications 

with excellence. We wish you all the best 

in your new career and we hope to have 

you back at St Carloôs in the near future 

as a teacher. Itôs not quite ñGoodbyeò but 

ñSee you laterò. 

Caitlin Hamer has been at 

St Carloôs for only one year 

as a Learning Support 

Officer and a member of 

our office staff. Cait has 

impacted on the young 

lives of many children 

placed in her care from 

Year 1. She has genuinely paid close 

attention to the unique and individual 

needs of the students as she has 

instructed and supported their learning. 

Cait has been a dedicated and loyal 

colleague and staff member providing 

care and friendship to those around her. 

She has diligently and enthusiastically taken 

on the office position, amazing us with her 

technology skills and responsibilities 

entrusted to her. The fortnightly newsletters 

prepared by Cait were always well 

presented and a joy to read. We have 

admired the fresh ideas and approaches 

she brought to her work. We are delighted 

that Cait is continuing her university studies 

to complete her Masters in Teaching. We 

wish her all the best for the future, Cait will 

become an excellent teacher, her future 

students will be very lucky to have her 

influence in their lives. 

Samantha Micallef has been 

a student teacher and 

volunteered at St Carloôs 

over the last couple of years 

and this year took on a 

position as a Learning 

Support Officer. She has 

worked hard to make 

connections with the children in her care 

and has persisted to achieve great results. 

She has been a great support and friend to 

all her colleagues. Sam has taken on tasks 

enthusiastically and in many cases gone 

above and beyond what was required of 

her. We appreciate Sam for being there to 

provide assistance when it was needed 

most. We wish her all the best as she 

continues her studies at university and 

completes her Bachelor of Education next 

year to fulfil her dream in becoming a 

teacher. I am sure Sam will be popping in 

from time to time to see us again and 

maybe help out at our school. 

Two other staff members; Miss Louise 

Pantano and Mrs Nancy Muraca, who 

taught at St Carloôs this year for only one 

day a week are also moving on to new roles 

in 2019.  

Louise took on the position of teaching in 

Year 4S every Thursday as a partner and 

colleague to Lisa Summers. Louise has 

accepted a new full time position at St 



 
Peterôs, Epping teaching 

Preps. Louise has been a 

great teacher, making sure 

that all the learning program 

was followed and carried out 

effectively. She made great 

connections with the children 

in her care and provided them 

with positive encouragement in their learning. 

Congratulations Louise, we wish you all the 

best at your new school. 

Nancy became Brendan 

Daveyôs Friday colleague and 

partner for Year 4D while 

Brendan took on the role of 

Sports Leader for one day a 

week. Nancy became a 

reliable and enthusiastic 

teacher, instantly warming up 

to all those in her presence. Her gentle and 

kind manner meant that she connected with all 

the children, developed strong relationships 

and taught with passion and dedication. We 

wish Nancy all the best as she devotes her full 

time attention to raising her young children. 

We will miss her but hope that we can have 

her work at St Carloôs in future years. 

Baby number two is on the way 

for Mrs Amanda Billington and 

her husband Joel. Their first 

child Leo will have a new baby 

brother or sister due next month. 

We wish Amanda and her young 

family all the best as they 

welcome the new baby. Amanda 

has worked very hard this year in the role of 

Literacy and Numeracy Intervention and 

Support for our students from Year Prep to 

Year 5. She has meticulously prepared and 

organised explicit activities and lessons to 

target all the childrenôs individual needs. 

Amanda has generated much vitality and a 

sense of fun in her lessons, her students 

would always leave with a feeling of 

accomplishment.  We are grateful for all her 

excellent instruction and dedication to improve 

the childrenôs learning. 

Another staff member, Mrs 

Rose Stolarek, will be 

changing her position for 

2019. Rose has been 

Literacy Intervention and 

Support teacher for 

students from Prep to Year 

5 and she has taken on 

every session with passion, 

energy and precision. Rose has been 

relentless in her delivery of personalised 

guided instruction. We are grateful that she 

was able to fulfil this role in Term 4, 2018. We 

look forward to seeing her take on various 

teacher replacements during 2019. Thank you 

Rose for your dedication and perseverance 

with our children in assisting them to achieve 

their best.  

In 2019 we welcome the following new staff 

who will be joining St Carloôs: Caterina 

Capogreco (Prep C), Sarah Zammit (Year 1Z), 

Jacinta Falcone (Year 1F), Andrea Di Stefano 

(Year 2D) and Larrissa Curcio (Year 6C). All 

these teachers come with various degrees of 

experience and a wealth of knowledge and 

skill. They are so excited to be joining our 

school community and look forward to meeting 

our children and families. Please join me in 

making them feel very welcome as they begin 

their journey to have a positive influence on our 

children. 

Finally, I wish everyone a lovely weekend, 

hopefully we can enjoy special moments with 

our family and friends.  

Kind regards, 

Nella Fimiani 



 
Staff List 2019 

LEADERSHIP TEAM 

Parish Priest  Reverend Father Dishan Candappa 

Principal  Kevin Gleeson 

Deputy Principal / Literacy Leader (P~ 2)  Nella Fimiani 

R.E. Leader / Administration  Peter Marinucci 

Learning & Teaching / Learning Diversity / Wellbeing    Pina Distefano 

Numeracy Leader  Therese Reed 

School Improvement Leader   

ICT Leader   Anthony Ray 

 

Positions of Leaderships: 

Learning & Teaching Leader  Jessica Sardo 

Sports Leader  Brendan Davey 

Science & Sustainability  Maria Barca 

 

SPECIALISTS 

Physical Education.  Gilbert Doutre (Mon,Tues,Wed,Thurs) 

EMU Programme  Therese Reed  

Maths Intervention / Support  Anita Capasso 

Middle & Senior Literacy  Jessica Sardo 

Reading Recovery / Literacy Intervention  Cheryle Barry 

Performing Arts Teacher (0.4)  Frances Milan (Wed,Thurs) 

Performing Arts Teacher (0.4)   Maria Barca (Mon Tues) 

Teacher/Librarian (0.6)  Vania Lunardi (Mon,Tues,Thurs) 

Teacher/Librarian (0.2)  Maria Barca (Wed) 

Italian Teacher (.6)  Elena Bertagnolio (Tues, Wed, Thurs) 

Italian Teacher (.2)  Elle Pace (Mon) 

  

SCHOOL BURSAR  Maria Di Medio 

 

SCHOOL OFFICERS  Liz OôKeefe  

  

 

EDUCATION SUPPORT STAFF   Irma Meacco  

  Sue Best 

  Michelle Morris 

  Trudy Cavaggion 

  Tanina Ottone 

  Maria Bernardo 

  Theresa Paladino 

  Debbie Marotous 

  Dianne Evans 

  Miriam Ruscigno 

LIBRARY TECHNICIAN  Irma Meacco  

 

MAINTENANCE & GARDENS  Ottavio Sparti 



  CLASSROOM TEACHERS 

Year 6C Larrissa Curcio 

Year 6L  Laura Love 

Year 6S Aurora Saracino  

Year 5C  Karen Cope 

Year 5L  Annette Lee /  Peter Marinucci (Fri) 

Year 5S  Rosaria Saccardo /  Elle Pace (Wed) 

Year 4C Cara Comito (Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri) /  Jessica 

 Sardo (Thurs)  

Year 4D Brendan Davey / Jessica Sardo (Fri)  

Year 4G Jenna Gauci 

Year 3B  Natalie Bakaj 

Year 3C  Caroline Costanzo 

Year 3I Stephanie Ivancic 

Year 2B Olivia Baron 

Year 2D Andrea Di Stefano  

Year 2S Lisa Summers / Elle Pace (Fri) 

Year 1F Jacinta Falcone 

Year 1L  Amanda La Scala 

Year 1Z Sarah Zammit 

Prep B Tammy Berry 

Prep C Caterina Capogreco 

Prep J Joanne Birchmore / Roselyn Ambali (Fri)  



 

Religion 
THIS CHRISTMAS YOUR     

DONATION CAN MAKE   

WISHES COME TRUE. 
 

DONATIONS WILL BE TAKEN UP UNTIL 

DECEMBER 10TH 

 

Dear Parents, 

Christmas is one month away and it is now 

that we turn our attention to gift giving to 

our loved ones.  

 

For many people, Christmas is a joyful time 

of year. However, the sad reality is that 

15% of Australians are living in poverty. Of 

these 800,000 are children who may not get 

their Christmas wish and may miss out on 

the joys and love that we are so accus-

tomed to experiencing with our families. 

Your support can make a difference. 

 

The local Chapter of St Vincentôs De Paul in 

Gladstone Park has approached the St. 

Carloôs community for their help to make 

children in our area experience a wonderful 

Christmas. 

 

Gift giving is a very important part of 

the Appeal, if you want to help show 

others they are not alone this Christ-

mas. It would be appreciated if your 

gifts could be for a girl or boy 12 

years and under. The gifts are to be 

labelled and unwrapped. All gifts can 

be delivered to school and placed in 

cardboard boxes in my office. 

 
A St Vincentôs De Paul representative will 
then collect the gifts from school and over-
see their distribution to those in need. The 
Appeal is unable to accept used or second-
hand gifts. 
 

Thank you for your kind donations. 

Sunday 25th November Feast Day 
of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of 

the Universe 
 
The Feast of Christ the King is, was estab-
lished by Pope Pius XI in 1925, to remind 
Catholics that Jesus Christ is Lord of the 
Universe, both as God and as Man. 
Christ the King is a title of Jesus in Christi-
anity referring to the idea of the Kingdom 
of God where the Christ is described as 
seated at the Right Hand of God (as op-
posed to the title of King of the Jews mock-
ingly given at the crucifixion). 
It is celebrated on the last Sunday of the 
month of November; the final Sunday of the 
liturgical yearðthat is, before the First Sun-
day of Advent. 

It through this feast that we would see: 

Christ's kingship is one of humility and ser-

vice. 

The earliest Christians identified Jesus with 

the predicted Messiah of the Jews. The 

Jewish word "messiah," and the Greek 

word "Christ," both mean "anointed one," 

and came to refer to the expected king who 

would deliver Israel from the hands of the 

Romans. Christians believe that Jesus is 

this expected Messiah. Jesus came to free 

all people, Jew and Gentile, and he did not 

come to free them from the Romans, but 

from sin and death.  
Christians have long celebrated Jesus as 
Christ, and his reign as King is celebrated 
to some degree in Advent (when Christians 
wait for his second coming in glo-
ry), Christmas (when "born this day a 
King"), Holy Week (when Christ is the Cru-
cified King), Easter (when Jesus is resur-
rected in power and glory), and 
the Ascension (when Jesus returns to the 
glory he had with the Father before the 
world was created). 

When we celebrate Christ as King, we cele-
brate " Christ is the king that gives us true 
freedom, freedom in Him.ò 
 
 
 

 

https://www.thoughtco.com/when-does-advent-start-541630
https://www.thoughtco.com/when-does-advent-start-541630
http://www.churchyear.net/advent.html
http://www.churchyear.net/christmas.html
http://www.churchyear.net/holyweek.html
http://www.churchyear.net/easter.html
http://www.churchyear.net/ascension.html


 

 
come place for God The pink colour of 
the third Sunday in Advent calls Chris-
tians to remember the joy that is essential 
part of Advent. 
 
 
 
 
 

The Spirit of Advent  
~  

A time of hope,  
A time of waiting,  

A time of expectation and  
A time of watchfulness 

 
First Week of Advent Theme:  
ñHappy are all who long for the coming of 
the Lordò 
 
Introduction: 
The first candle of the Advent wreath is 
known as the óProphet candleô. It reminds 
us of the prophets, those special people 
who spoke Godôs word to the people and 
promised that a saviour would come. 
 
"Jesus said to his disciples: 'Be constant-

ly on the watch! Stay awake!...You do not 

know when the Master of the house is 

coming. '" Mark. 13:33 First Sunday of 

Advent   

 

Prayer 

Father, we thank you for sending us the 

gift of your son, Jesus. Help us during 

these weeks of Advent to get ready to 

celebrate Jesusô birth. May we spread the 

good news of Jesusô coming to all those 

we know. Amen. 

 

Peter Marinucci 
Religious Education Leader 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVENT BEGINS THE CHURCH YEAR 
ADVENT BEGINS SUNDAY 2ND            

DECEMBER 
 

THERE ARE FOUR SUNDAYS IN       
ADVENT 

THE WORD DERIVES FROM LAT-
IN, MEANS óTHE COMINGô 

 
Throughout scriptures we find the people 
of God waiting, Adam and Eve, Abraham, 
Job, David, and Isaiah.  These and many 
others drew their last breath waiting for 
God to fulfil his promise and send the 
Messiah. 
 
If there is one word that best captures the 
meaning of Advent, it is probably waiting.  
Yet, with all of the hustle and bustle lead-
ing up to Christmas, the last thing we are 
interested in is waiting.  So what do we 
mean when we speak of Advent as a 
season of waiting?  In a sense, the weeks 
leading up to Christmas are intended as a 
training ground as we prepare for another 
commemoration of our saviourôs birth.  
Our waiting focuses on Christôs promise 
that he will return.  Our Lord gives us nei-
ther the days nor the hour and he com-
mands us to be watchful and ready. 
The Season of Advent of Our Lord is the 
beginning of the church year, as Chris-
tians prepare for both the birth of the ba-
by Jesus in Bethlehem and for the sec-
ond coming of Jesus as the risen Christ 
to rule triumphantly over life in heaven 
and on earth. 
 
Christians often make a wreath of live ev-
ergreen branches for Advent, placing four 
candles around the wreath, one for each 
Sunday in Advent. On Christmas Eve 
they replace the wreath with the Christ 
Candle. 
 
We begin our preparation with the cry of 
John the Baptist. ómake straight the way 
of the Lord!ô 
 
Sometimes Christians forget their main 
purpose in Advent is to prepare their 
hearts to welcome Jesus. 
 
The colour purple is a reminder that the 
most important thing Christians do during 
Advent is to prepare their hearts as a wel-



 
Religious Dates 2019 

ST.CARLO BORROMEO PRIMARY SCHOOL 

RELIGIOUS DATES 2019 

 

 

SACRAMENTS 

RECONCILIATION:    Wednesday 20th  March 7:00 p.m. 

      All Year 3 students 

      Good Shepherd Church Gladstone Park. 

RECONCILIATION WORKSHOP:  Thursday 7th March 
 

FIRST EUCHARIST:    SUNDAY 21st July 

      Group A: 12.30 p.m. 

      Group B: 3:30 p.m. 

      Good Shepherd Church Gladstone Park. 

 

FIRST EUCHARIST WORKSHOP:  Monday 17th June 

 

 

CONFIRMATION:    SUNDAY  10th November 

      St. Patrickôs Cathedral 3:00 p.m. East Melbourne 

 

CONFIRMATION WORKSHOP:  Thursday  October 17th 

 
 

WHOLE SCHOOL CELEBRATIONS: 

OPENING SCHOOL MASS     Wednesday 6th February 

ASH WEDNESDAY MASS    Wednesday 6th March 

FEAST OF MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS  Wednesday 22nd May (5 & 6)  

FEAST OF THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS Wednesday 26th June (5 & 6)  

FEAST OF MARY MACKILLOP   Wednesday 7th August (5 & 6)  

FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION   Thursday 15th August. 

FEAST OF ST. CARLO BORROMEO  Friday 1st November 

END OF THE YEAR MASS    Friday 6th December 

GRADUATION MASS     Friday 13th December 



 Camp Dates 2019 
Dear Parents of Years 4, 5 & 6. 

Dates for St. Carloôs Camp have been booked and confirmed. 

Please enter the following dates into your diary. I am publishing, in advance camp 

dates, so that our school community can forward plan. Please do not book holidays 

around camp dates, as it is school policy for compulsory attendance. 

Year 6  Canberra Camp 

Monday June 3rd 2019 till Friday June 7th 2019 

 5 days & 4 nights  

   

 

Year 5 Camp Lake Dewar Myrniong 

Wednesday 21st   August till Friday 23rd August 2019 

3 days & 2 nights 

 

Year 4 Camp Phillip Island Adventure Resort Phillip Island 

Monday 7th October 2019 till Tuesday 8th October, 2019 

2 days & 1 night. This is an overnight camp. 

N.B. This is the first day back for Term 4 

Regards 

 

Peter Marinucci 

Administrator  


